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New York, in t~:e ec..rly 1900's. RoJ......nd Keene, "" a.p·:y-go-luc.t<y <.I.ctor, securt3S
an en.;u.geruent ' ith a. Western tb.nk-shol\1, onJoY to retu.rn !10I"e to fine.... t~c:lot r.is wifd
hb.s died anci. t~lat 1:.e l.USt 1eelove his 11.otherless son u.lone in Ne,.. York, Tue truurJe
has a -::loer se8.son o.nd Keene finds hirhself str""ndeJ. in Pl",cer V",).I.ey, COo western
...ir.ingtov<ll. Keen",t s colorful J.)erscna.li ty fascinates "Frivolcus" Sc..l Flcod, whose
f:.l.t;.er bc.LS left her tHe Ji;.,; s..lloon-danca .clo:1.l of tl.e tuwn. T.:1ere is a wh~rll'1/inu
rOL-.unce culminatin~ l.n tl".c311ieclding of l(eene <-lonG. ti';.e.~;irl, :Benny arrives in town on
t_.e wedlint; ni~l1t a.nd, with t~le Iliel:'lOt'y of l.is ovvn..met.Ger still fres~. in ~1is ruin"", .
rcfus es to acce ;"t Sal in her l~J.ace.

Frivolous Ss.J settles down and tries tv win ;:)en's l<.,va, wllile Keene fa-D.s intc
l.is o~ d. £-ta.:Jits Gl.n:l becoIies a victiill uf Red (Isner, do crCOl{eel gam111er, :lnl1 C~itu.,
his ferllinine col.urt. Steve McGregoJ', rr.ine SU_}cirintendent, who h:::LS love Sal since
cnila.noo .... , tries tc s",-ve Keene fvr sal's s ....ke, £l,n t:-"ert3 is <- bit; fi7"lt uetwebn
Steve an::\. t.le <:;cJ.!ulJler. As tiil,e 1Jclosses K.:3ene fGl,J.ls cJvcn furtLer intu CJsner1s !-'ower
""nd, losin r lleavily at c<...r";'s, is f<:rcec.:. to ::;i ve ~ir.. JCU's. To furtLer his 1dons
[Isner ins tills J eu.lousy in Keene' s I~ine.... ~:;.3.r(j,in:." Steve cJ.nd 53.1. S~l, tirin.; of
Keene's ..l.erelicticn, .t-'eloyS d s'Url)rise visit to t:...e ..i.ancer.eloll ..mel discovers Keene i.n
a.n b.:,)t'£irent 3.ffair wi k, C~i.i t::... In a bi,~ scene s~·.e denounces him ....nd so.ys th~y Clora
tll.ru forever. Hurt ....nel l1UJ,:iliatecl, 1.i3 J e~lcusy furt~:'tJr a..rOUl:>cJc.. "'.:;y Csner, Ke<3ne
oecolles <- wiJlin,; tCJ(~l to Osn~r~ WilO ...1ronJisee to show 1J.lm -:;l, v,.... '! tc cl~~r Ul' Ids
~ebts ~n4 ~et even wit~ McGre~or.

Tea.t ni:;ht :Sen, feelin; th<.l.t 4e rr.ust ""~ SC;....dtl.in.; ~o ncll~ cis fj,ther, steals
own to t:.e d::..nceh::.:.1J., vnly to discover his f-'-l.t~lor .... iain;; (Isner in 10otin~ the sa-fe

of t:-.e l~in,; cle...nu./.). TIle i:;oy is injure':" uy tne eA.::t.usiQn of G.yn""h...i, te j:Jl caJ. uno..or
tne sa.fe. The s~-!briff ana. McGre~or' finCL cJvia.~nce ""r-.iCI. lJoints ~o K.:3,;ne s .u""vin..;
taken ,,):>.rt in tl-:.e rO:,)i:)ery, It is <k ~r<.1.ve: situc.tion fur K~cne. '.Ju~ the boy, known
to he the only witness ~o t~.~ -'-l.ff=-ir, lies to the sl-.eriff <-n ,,_VbS his f..lotner,
.rte':"lizin:; t~ e bip; tl:in.:;: his ion h""s d.one fer Lii.......nu. ..Jrou..;nt loa nis senses at la.s;,.
Keene ueterr..j.nes to re~<381. lli...self, even -t l..l.<3 cos';, of ~is :tife. }{e ;O<:3S to .l·'
(snerls ren.:Lezvc-us <.oon..i del.i'.n~s the ~vJ.a., but (sner gets i;J,Wd.if with it. A cn&.se
ensues. Keenb over....-.t<:BS L,snb-r ... t tr-.e aerial- tr....L. ~nd. t~ere is terrific fight in
tne tr....ll. ca.r as it swinbs slowly OVdr tr.a che:..su.. (sncJr is fin-D. y nurle... to his
:::eath., Kaene is 801so tnroIJ,n to the grountl when t:'G -""o\J..l.er....ouse . $ touc~ad off oy
01\a of (snerls ~b.n;s. 3en finu.s his fa.ther C:l..PJ.;::..rentl, ~e....a., ...n-..l. '~:.dr~ ;i.s .... tuuc:dn ~

scen.? a.s ~e ·'ra.ys tr.at his {""thar Lt4y live, .As if ir- ....hSI,'er to ~enl s, ..>r""yar t.lcJ •
fc..th r returns to conspiousn.:;ss. TheN 1.s <:\. be-..utifuJ. Deene of reconciJ i;:'~ion

between Sal, Keene i;>.nd Le boy, l{eane A...S redae!..ed ....iwself; ~Ue ;:;old is recov~te<'-t
k..nd a.ll C.re h::t.Pf'Y' --- even McGre ~or, w o,feels th~t 5-1 r.;..s <..-X; h.st founu ~.JL)1nass.
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